The Confessional

A Script by Christopher McCay

Page 1:  The entire page is pitch black.

Page 2:  Also black, but there will be captions over it.

Caption – “DARKNESS.  FOR TIME IMMEMORIAL IT HAS BEEN A STATE EQUIVALENT WITH EVIL.  BUT WHY IS THAT?  WE ARE ALL BORN IN DARKNESS.  WE SPEND TIME IN THE WOMB COMPLETELY ENCLOSED IN DARKNESS.  IT IS ALL WE KNOW.  WHY THEN DO WE CONSIDER DARKNESS TO BE EVIL?”

Page 3:  

Panel 1 – Across the top of the page.  Completely black.

Caption – “AT ONE TIME WE FOUND DARKNESS TO BE THE ULTIMATE COMFORT.  SO WHAT HAPPENED TO CHANGE THAT?  THE ANSWER IS SIMPLE.  FOUR WORDS THAT CHANGED IT ALL.”

Panel 2 – Across the bottom of the page.  Same as above, but now there is a crack of white.

Caption – “LET THERE BE LIGHT.”

Page 4:

Panel 1 – Across the top of the page.  Should look the same as the last panel, but with the crack of white now a rectangle.

Priest (From the other side of the white box): “YOU MAY BEGIN YOUR CONFESSION MY CHILD.”

Panel 2 – We are now looking into the confessional at the face of the Devil.  He is mostly shrouded in darkness.  The light from the confessional window box is all the illuminates his face.  His eyes are glowing slightly red.

Devil: “IT HAS BEEN QUITE SOME TIME SINCE I HAVE BEEN IN A CHURCH, PRIEST.  AND I HAVE NEVER GIVEN A CONFESSION.  I HAVE MUCH TO GET OFF OF MY MIND, AND I DECIDED THE BEST WAY WOULD BE TO RETURN TO MY BEGININGS.”

Panel 3 – Now we see the Priest.  He is middle aged; with a bit of gray and some worry lines.  His part of the confessional booth is bathed in light.  We are looking for a true contrast between his room and the Devils room.  On his side, the confessional window is dark.

Priest: “OF COURSE, MY SON.  IT IS MY JOB TO LISTEN AND COUNCIL AS BEST AS I CAN.  IT IS GOD’S RIGHT TO JUDGE, NOT MINE.”

Panel 4 – Devil again.  He is smirking.

Devil: “IF ONLY YOU KNEW, PRIEST.  GOD’S JUDGMENT CAN BE SWIFT AND HARSH.  I HAVE LIVED WITH ITS CONSEQUENCES FOR COUNTLESS YEARS.”

Page 5:

Panel 1 – The Priest has a knowing smile on his face.

Priest: “COME NOW, MY SON.  IT CANNOT BE AS BAD AS THAT.  WHY DON’T YOU START AT THE BEGINNING?  AS I SAID, I AM HERE TO LISTEN AND COUNCIL.  I’M SURE WE CAN WORK THROUGH WHATEVER IT IS.”

Panel 2 – Devil now wears a huge grin.

Devil: “OF COURSE, PRIEST.  BUT YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT BEING CAREFUL WHAT YOU ASK FOR.”

Panel 3 – The Devil places his palm on the wall next to the confessional window.

Devil: “BUT YOU WOULD NOT BELIEVE MY WORDS ALONE.  A DEMONSTRAION IS IN ORDER.”

Panel 4 – His palm begins to glow with power.

Panel 5 – The Priest’s room begins to dim out, and he looks curious and disturbed.

Panel 6 – The Priest is now surrounded by an intense white light.

Page 6:

Panel 1 – The Priest and Devil are standing alone in a blank panel.  Kinda like in the Matrix.

Devil: “HELLO, PRIEST.  DO NOT BE AFRAID.”

Panel 2 – Same as above, the Priest is looking around him.

Priest: “WHAT IS THIS?  WHO ARE YOU?  WHERE AM I?”

Panel 3 – The Devil is once again smirking.

Devil: “THIS IS HISTORY.  YOU ARE WITH ME.  AND I AM…WELL, LET’S LEAVE THAT FOR LATER.”

Panel 4 – The Devil begins to walk away from the Priest, and calls over his shoulder.

Devil: “COME WITH ME, AND ALL OF YOUR QUESTIONS WILL BE ANSWERED.”

Panel 5 – The Priest looks around him again as the Devil continues to walk away from him.

Page 7:

Panel 1 – The Devil is quite a ways away, and the Priest runs to catch up.

Panel 2 – The Priest catches up with the Devil, and appears slightly winded.

Devil: “GLAD YOU DECIDED TO JOIN THE TRIP.”

Priest: “WHAT IS GOING ON HERE?”

Panel 3 – As they walk a glowing city appears in the distance.

Devil: “AS I SAID, THIS IS HISTORY.  I TOLD YOU THAT THE ONLY WAY YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO CONCEIVE OF WHAT I AM ABOUT TO TELL YOU WOULD BE TO SHOW YOU.  SO, WE HAVE RETURNED TO THE BEGINNING.  WELCOME, PRIEST, TO THE SILVER CITY.”

Panel 4 – They enter the city, and the Priest looks around in awe.

Page 8:

Splash page – The Devil and Priest are dwarfed by the glowing spires of the Silver City.  Angels can be seen walking and flying throughout it.  It is a marvel of architecture.

Page 9:

Panel 1 – The Devil turns to the Priest who is still in awe of his surroundings.

Devil: “THIS IS HOW IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING.  A UNIVERSE UNTO ITSELF, THE SILVER CITY STOOD OUTSIDE OF TIME AND EXISTENCE.  IT WAS POPULATED BY ANGELS OF EVERY CLASS AND ORDER.  FROM THE LOWEST GREGORIE TO THE HIGHEST SERAPHIM, ALL COULD BE FOUND HERE.”

Panel 2 – The Priest turns to the Devil, and finally looks him in the eye.

Priest: “WAIT A MINUTE!  WHAT IS GOING ON HERE?  I DEMAND TO KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE DONE TO ME!”

Devil: “YOU DEMAND?  WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE, PRIEST?  YOU ARE NOT IN ANY POSITION TO DEMAND ANYTHING OF ME.  YOU WILL LISTEN, AS YOU TOLD ME YOU WOULD.  ALL WILL BE REVEALED TO YOU.  ALL.  DOES THAT MEAN NOTHING TO YOU?”

Panel 3 – The Devil is glowering at the Priest.  The Priest is not backing down.

Devil: “THIS IS NO DRUG INDUCED FEVER DREAM, OR DELUSION OF A DEMNTED SOCIOPATH.  YOU ARE THE ONLY HUMAN TO EVER SEE THE SILVER CITY AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING.  TAKE THE HONOR FOR WHAT IT IS, AND LEARN FROM THIS EXPERIENCE.  I HAVE COME TO BEAR MY SOUL TO YOU, PRIEST.  NOW BE SILENT AND LISTEN!”

Panel 4 – The Priest glowers back.

Priest: “AND I SAY I WILL GO NO FURTHER UNTIL YOU TELL ME WHO YOU ARE AND HOW IT IS YOU HAVE DONE THIS TO ME!”

Panel 5 – The Devil laughs.

Page 10:

Panel 1 – The Devil crosses his arms.

Devil: “VERY WELL PRIEST.  BUT I TELL YOU THAT YOU WILL NOT LIKE THE ANSWER.”

Panel 2 – The Devil uncrosses his arms, and appears to glow.

Devil: “I AM THE FIRST AMONG ANGELS.  MY FUNCTION IS TO BRING LIGHT AND KNOWLEDGE TO ALL.  I AM LUCIFER, CALLED MORNINGSTAR.  WELCOME TO HEAVEN, PRIEST.  I HAVE BROUGHT YOU HERE TO TELL OF MY EXPULSION.  I HAVE BROUGHT YOU HERE TO TELL YOU WHY I AM READY TO DIE.”

Page 11:

Panel 1 – The Priest has dropped his jaw.

Priest: “`ANGELS AND MINISTERS OF GRACE DEFEND US.’”

Panel 2 – The Devil laughs again.

Devil: “QUOTING SHAKESPEAR WHEN WHAT YOU REALLY WANT TO DO IS SWEAR.  HOW TYPICAL, PRIEST.”

Panel 3 – The Devil turns and once again calls over his shoulder.

Devil: “NOW, FOLLOW ME.  THERE IS MUCH TO TELL YOU.  BUT FIRST YOU MUST SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT IT WAS LIKE IN THE BEGINNIG.”

Panel 4 through Page 12 (any number of panels) – The Devil and the Priest walk through the city.  They are surrounded by angels who have a blank look on their faces.  In the last panel of page 12 the Priest should be standing right next to a seated angel looking at the angel with a questioning look on his face.

Page 13

Panel 1 – Same as last panel.  The Devil stands behind the Priest.

Priest: “WHY DO THEY ALL LOOK LIKE THIS?”

Panel 2 – The Priest turns to the Devil.

Devil: “FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK THAT, PRIEST.  THAT WAS MY QUESTION AS WELL.”

Panel 3 – The Devil points over the Priest’s shoulder, and the Priest turns to look.

Panel 4 – We see a younger version of the Devil as an angel.  He is looking around him at the other angels.

Devil (From off panel, not the angel version): “I WAS CREATED TO BE FIRST AMONG THEM.  I WAS CAPTAIN OF THE HOST, AND SUPREME ABOVE ALL BUT THE CREATER HIMSELF.  BUT WHAT IS THE POINT OF BEING THE COMMANDER OF A LEGION OF …ZOMBIES?  YES, THAT IS THE BEST WORD FOR IT.”

Panel 5 – The Angel Devil walks through the city looking dejected.

Devil (Off panel): “SO I MOVED AMONG THEM BECOMING MORE AND MORE FRUSTRATED.  THE CREATOR HAD GIVEN US ALL LIFE.  HE HAD GIVEN US ALL A NAME, A PLACE, A FUNCTION.  WHY PLACE ME ABOVE THEM ALL, ONLY TO HAVE THEM ALL IGNORE ME?”

Page 14:

Panel 1- The Angel Devil sits on a set of stairs.  He is utterly defeated.

Angel Devil: “WHY, MY LORD?  WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?  WHY AM I HERE?  WHAT IS MY PURPOSE?  I DO NOT UNDERSTAND.”

Panel 2 – The Priest and the Devil stand and look at the Angel Devil.

Panel 3 – The Priest turns to the Devil.

Priest: “YOU SAID THAT ALL ANGELS HAD BEEN GIVEN A FUNCTION.  WERE YOU NOT ALSO GIVEN AN UNDERSTANDING OF WHY YOU HAD THAT FUNCTION?  THEOLOGENS HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT ANGELS POSSES AN ‘OVERMIND’.  AN ABILITY TO GRASP THE TRUE NATURE OF GOD AND THE UNIVERSE.”

Panel 4 – The Devil turns his nose up to the Priest.

Devil: “THEOLOGIENS.  HUMPH.  WHAT DO THEY KNOW OF THE TRUE NATURE OF THE CREATOR AND THE GRAND PLAN?  I WAS THERE, PRIEST.  THIS IS THE WAY THAT IT WAS.  NOW, STOP QUESTIONING AND LISTEN!”

Panel 5 – The Angel Devil looks up at the sky.

Devil (Off panel): “I HAD REACHED THE END OF MY FRUSTRATIONS.  I WAS READY TO CONFRONT THE THRONE ITSELF AND DEMAND AN ANSWER TO MY QUESTIONING.  IT WAS THEN, HOWEVERE, THAT I HAD MY REVILATION.”

Page 15:

Panel 1 – The Angel Devil stands with a look of wonder on his wide-eyed face.

Panel 2 – The Angel Devil leaps into the air beating down with his massive wings.

Devil (Off panel): “I HAD SPENT ALL OF MY TIME TRYING TO SPEAK WITH THE OTHERS.  I WOULD CONFRONT THEM, BUT THEY WOULD NOT SEE ME.  THEY WERE LOST IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE CREATOR.”

Panel 3 – The Angel Devil hangs in the air above the city.

Devil (Off Panel): “SPEAKING TO THEM WAS OF NO USE.  BUT MY FUNCTION WAS LIGHTBRINGER.  SO…I DECIDED TO SHOW THEM THAT THERE WAS MORE TO EXISTENCE THAN THE ENDLESS CONTEMPLATION OF THE CREATOR.”

Panel 4 – Same as last panel; the Angel Devil has his eyes closed in contemplation.

Page 16:

Panel 1 – Inset at the top of the page.  The same as the last 2 panels, but now the Angel Devil has his eyes open, and they are glowing a solid white.

Splash panel – The viewpoint is from the city streets looking up at the Angel Devil.  He is surrounded by an explosion of color and light.

Page 17:

Panel 1 – Some of the angels at street level look up, but not all.  The entire scene is bathed in light from above.

Panel 2 – A bolt of lightning strikes the Angel Devil causing the lightshow to end.

Devil (Off panel):  “AND SO, FOR FULLFILLING MY FUNCTION, I WAS CAST OUT.”

Panel 3 – The angels who looked up are surrounded by an electrical type of energy.

Panel 4 – We are now standing out side the city again in the blank whiteness.  This time the Angel Devil, who is still smoking from the lightning blast, and the other angels are all looking around as if seeing for the first time.  The Priest and Devil are standing off to the side looking at them all.

Page 18:

Panel 1 – The Priest is looking at the gathered angels while the Devil looks at the Priest.

Devil: “AND AS YOU CAN SEE, THOSE WHO FINALLY SAW ALONG WITH ME WERE ALSO CAST OUT OF PARADISE.”

Panel 2 – There is anger on the Devil’s face as he stares down the Priest.

Devil: “TELL ME, PRIEST.  WAS I WRONG?  I DID AS THE CREATOR INTENDED.  I FULFILLED MY FUNCTION.  AND THIS WAS MY REWARD.  TO BE FOREVER LOCKED OUT OF THE ONLY EXISTENCE MY KIND HAD EVER KNOWN.  TO STAND ON THE OUTER RIM OF THE SILVER CITY, AND WATCH AS THE UNIVERSE WAS CREATED.  TO NEVER AGAIN BE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE CREATOR.”

Panel 3 – Close up on the Devil’s face as everything else fades out to white.

Devil: “NOW YOU HAVE SEEN, PRIEST.  YOU HAVE HEARD MY WORDS, AND SEEN MY FATE.  ARE YOU STILL PREPARED TO ‘COUNCIL’ ME?  OR ARE YOU GOING TO STAND IN JUDGMENT AS YOU SWORE YOU WOULD NOT.”

Panel 4 – The Priest is overcome, and closes his eyes as the outline of his room in the confessional booth forms around him.

Panel 5 – The whiteness fades, and his room becomes more solid.

Page 19:

Panel 1 – The room is solid once again.  We have returned to the booth.  The Priest looks up.

Panel 2 – He reaches out to touch the wall.

Priest (Whisper): “WE’RE BACK.”

Panel 3 – He rubs his eyes.

Panel 4 – He stares at the confessional window, anger building on his face.

Priest: “HOW DID YOU DO THAT?  WHO ARE YOU, REALLY?  I WARN YOU, THIS IS A PLACE OF GOD!  WE DO NOT TAKE SUCH BLASPHEMY LIGHTLY!”

Page 20:

Panel 1 – The Devil smirks.

Devil: “TYPICAL.  I HAND YOU THE ANSWER TO HOW ‘THE FALL’ TRULY HAPPENED, AND YOU BLAME ME OF USING SMOKE AND MIRRORS.  I ASSURE YOU, PRIEST.  I AM WHO I CLAIM TO BE.  AND IF THERE IS BLASPHEMY HERE IT IS YOUR TONE WHEN SPEAKING TO THE BEING WHO IS SECOND ONLY TO THE CREATOR IN SPLENDOR.”

Panel 2 – The Devil leans forward.

Devil: “BUT THAT IS HOW IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN WITH YOUR KIND.  YOU HAVE NO RESPECT FOR TRUTH.  YOU WISH ONLY FOR THINGS TO FALL INTO YOUR LIMITED VIEW OF EXISTENCE.  I HAVE WATCHED AS MY NAME AND BEING HAVE BEEN SLANDERED BY YOUR KIND THROUGHOUT ALL OF HUMAN HISTORY.”

Panel 3 – Egypt.  The time of Exodus.  I want to show a mass of people moving through the dessert.  Throughout this flashback sequence we will not see the Devil and Priest, they are still in the confessional.

Devil (voice over):  “I’M SURE YOU KNOW YOUR HISTORY, PRIEST.  MOSES LED GOD’S ‘CHOSEN PEOPLE’ TO FREEDOM.  ONCE OUT OF EGYPT GOD HIMSELF DECREED THAT NO OTHER SHOULD BE WORSHIPED ABOVE HIM.”

Panel 4 – Jerusalem.  The Great Temple of Solomon.

Devil (voice over): “ THEY BUILT HIM HIS OWN HOUSE.  A GRAND PLACE OF WORSHIP.  AND WHAT WAS MY FATE?”

Page 21:

Panel 1 – A picture on parchment paper of an early representation of the devil.  I want to get across here that from very early on the devil was shown as a hideous beast.

Devil (voice over):  “I WAS TURNED INTO A MONSTER.”

Panel 2 – A monk illuminating a book during the dark ages.  He is drawing another picture of the devil as a beast.

Devil (voice over):  “THROUGHOUT HISTORY I HAVE BEEN PAINTED AS THE GREATEST EVIL IN EXISTENCE.  NO ONE EVER CARED TO FIND OUT IF THIS REPRESENTATION WAS CORRECT.  ALL THEY CARED ABOUT WAS HOW UGLY THEY COULD MAKE ME APPEAR IN BOTH FORM AND TEMPERMENT.”

Panel 3 – A child using a computer.  He is looking at a modern interpretation of an even different picture of the devil.

Devil (voice over):  “THIS BELIEF HAS BEEN PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.  NO OTHER POSSIBILITY HAS EVER BEEN ALLOWED.  TELL ME, PRIEST.  WHERE IS THE FAIRNESS IN THAT?”

Panel 4 – Back to the confessional.  The Devil now leans back and once again crosses his arms.

Devil: “YOU SIT HERE IN YOUR POSITION OF POWER, SURROUNDED BY YOUR TRAPINGS OF FAITH AND CONDESCEND TO TELL ME THAT YOU DO NOT JUDGE.  BY YOUR VERY NATURE YOU JUDGE WHO IS WORTHY OF ‘DEVINE ABSOLUTION’ AND WHO IS NOT.  SO I ASK YOU, PRIEST.  WHICH ONE OF US IS MORE ‘EVIL’?”

Panel 5 – The Priest looks troubled.

Priest: “TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION I WOULD FIRST HAVE TO ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR CLAIM THAT YOU ARE WHO YOU SAY YOU ARE, AND EVENTS HAVE HAPPENED AS YOU PORTRAY.”

Page 22:

Panel 1 – The Priest places his hands on his knees, and closes his eyes.

Priest: “I HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH SINCE BIRTH, AND A PRIEST FOR OVER 30 YEARS.  HOW CAN YOU ASK ME TO DISCARD A LIFETIME OF BELIEFS?  HOW CAN YOU EXPECT ME TO THINK THAT YOU ARE ANYTHING OTHER THAN A CHARLATAN AND A LIER?”

Panel 2 – The Devil.

Devil: “WAS THAT A JUDGMENT, PRIEST?”

Panel 3 – Priest, his eyes now open.

Priest: “YOU ARE ASKING TOO MUCH OF ME!  I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT THINGS ARE AS YOU SAY.  EVEN IF YOU ARE WHO YOU SAY YOU ARE, THEN WHY TELL ME THESE THINGS?  WHY COME TO THIS OF ALL PLACES AND ‘BARE YOUR SOUL’ AS YOU PUT IT?  WHY?”

Panel 4 – The Devil slumps.

Devil: “I TOLD YOU, PRIEST.  I AM DONE.  I AM READY TO END IT.  I HAVE RETURNED TO THE HOME OF THE CREATOR, SINCE I CAN NO LONGER ENTER THE SILVER CITY.  I HAVE COME HOME TO DIE.”

Page 23:

Panels 1 through 3 – The Priest’s mouth is wide open.  This should be the same picture in each panel so that we can establish some pacing.

Panel 4 – The Priest leans towards the window.

Priest: “WHAT DID YOU SAY?  ARE YOU CONFESSING A DESIRE TO KILL YOURSELF?”

Panel 5 – The Devil.

Devil: “FINALLY IT WOULD APPEAR THAT YOU HAVE CHOSEN TO LISTEN TO ME.”

Page 24:

Panel 1 – The Devil throws up his hands.

Devil: “I AM TIRED, PRIEST.  TIRED OF EXISTING OUTSIDE OF THE ONLY TRUE HAPPINESS MY KIND CAN KNOW.  I HAVE BEEN DENIED THE PRESENCE OF THE CREATOR, AND CONDEMNED TO BE BLAMED FOR ALL EVIL IN CREATION.  I HAVE HAD ENOUGH.”

Panel 2 – The Priest

Priest: “THE DEVIL HAS ALWAYS HELD A MOST IMPORTANT PLACE IN CREATION.  HE IS THE DARK MIRROR TO WHICH WE HOLD UP EXISTENCE.  WITHOUT HIM WE WOULD NOT HAVE A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S GOODNESS.  HE IS NECCESARY.”

Panel 3 – The Devil, looking shocked.

Devil: “DO YOU TRULY BELIEVE THAT, PRIEST?  HOW COULD YOU?  DOES YOUR FAITH NOT TEACH YOU THAT GOD IS GOOD NO MATTER WHAT?  WHY DO YOU NEED ANYTHING TO HOLD THAT UP AGAINST?”

Panel 4 – The Priest gets a look about him as if he were a teacher talking down to a student.

Priest: “HOW CAN WE KNOW WHITE WITHOUT BLACK?  HOW CAN WE APPRECIATE LIGHT WITHOUT DARKNESS?  TO UNDERSTAND THE HIEGHTS OF GOD’S GOODNESS WE MUST ALSO BE ABLE TO KNOW THE DEPTHS OF THE DEVIL’S EVIL NATURE.  THEY ARE PERFECT OPPOSITES, ALL.”

Page 25:

Panels 1 through 3 – Now the Devil has his jaw open.  I want this series to look exactly like the series of shots of the Priest from earlier.

Panel 4 – The Devil now looks angry.

Devil: “YOU THINK THIS WAS MY PURPOSE?  I HAVE NEVER BEEN THE ‘DEPTHS OF EVIL’!  I TOLD YOU THIS.  I WAS PORTRAYED AS SUCH ONLY BECAUSE HUMAINTY IS TOO HYPOCRITICAL TO ADMIT THE TRUTH!”

Panel 5 – The Priest, looking smug

Priest: “AND THAT TRUTH WOULD BE?”

Panel 6 – The Devil, still furious

Devil: “THAT I AM NOT THE ULTIMATE EVIL.  MANKIND IS!”

Page 26:

Panel 1 – A scene from any war.  Once again the Devil and he Priest are in the background of there flashbacks.

Devil (Voice over): “THROUGHT YOUR LIMITED EXISTENCE YOU HAVE DONE NOTHING BUT FOUGHT ONE ANOTHER.”

Panel 2 – An inner city drive-by shooting.

Devil (Voice over): “YOU CARE NOTHING FOR INNOCENTS AS YOU HUNGER FOR VIOLENCE AND PAIN.”

Panel 3 – We see the priest as a younger man spitting on a street bum.  The Priest has a look of shame on his face.

Devil (Voice over): “EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU HAS AN INNATE CAPACITY FOR EVIL, PRIEST.  EVERY.  SINGLE. ONE.”

Panel 4 – Across the bottom of the page, split scene, once again in the confessional booth.  We see the Priest on the left crying, and the Devil on the right smirking once again.

Devil: “WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THAT, PRIEST?  WHERE ARE YOUR IDEAOLISTIC WORDS, AND HYPOCRITICAL PROMISES OF ‘UNDERSTANDING’?  WELL?”

Page 27:

Panel 1 – The Priest composes himself.

Devil (From the window): “I’M WAITING, PRIEST.”

Panel 2 – The Priest turns angrily to the window.

Priest: “YOU THINK THAT I AM UNAWARE OF MAN’S CAPACITY FOR SIN!?  THAT IS WHY I CHOSE TO DEVOTE MY LIFE TO MINISTERING PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING.  I KNOW THAT I HAVE MADE MISTAKES, AND EVEN ACTED AS SOME WOULD TERM ‘EVIL’ IN THE PAST.  BY OUR VERY NATURE WE ARE IMPERFECT.  BUT IT IS OUR CAPACITY TO RISE ABOVE THOSE BASE INSTINCTS THAT MAKE US A REFLECTION OF GOD’S DEVINE GRACE, NOT THE ADVERSARY YOU WOULD HAVE US BE!”

Panel 3 – The Devil recoils from the Priest’s rant.

Priest (Through the window): “YOU WOULD PAINT MANKIND AS AN EVIL ENTITY WHEN THE TRUTH IS THAT WE ARE LOST, AND ONLY TRYING TO FIND OUR WAY BACK TO GOD.”

Panel 4 – The Priest

Priest: “THAT IS WHY THE DEVIL MUST EXIST.  WE ARE TRYING TO NAVIGATE A SEA OF SIN AND FEAR.  WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT WE ARE RUNNING FROM SO THAT WE CAN FIND THE DIRECTION TO RUN TOWARD.”

Page 28:

Panel 1 – The Devil once again looks like he is condescending to the Priest.

Devil: “HOW POETIC.  BUT THAT DOES NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT I AM THROUGH WITH IT ALL.  WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE ME DO, PRIEST?   IF I AM THE PERSONIFICATION OF EVIL THAT YOU SAY I MUST BE, THEN HOW AM I TO LIVE WITH THAT EXISTENCE?”

Panel 2 – The Priest, looking puzzled.

Priest: “I STILL DON’T UNDERSTAND WHY YOU WOULD SHARE THIS WITH ME.  I’M NOT SAYING THAT I BELIEVE YOUR CLAIMS, BUT IF YOU ARE WHO YOU SAY YOU ARE, WHY COME HERE?  WHY COME TO THE ONE PLACE THAT WOULD TURN YOU AWAY NO MATTER WHAT?”

Panel 3 – Devil

Devil: “BECAUSE I HAVE NOWHERE ELSE TO GO, PRIEST.  I HAVE NO HOME.  THIS UNIVERSE, AND ITS ABSENCE OF THE CREATOR’S DIVINE PRESENCE IS THE ONLY HELL I HAVE EVER KNOWN.   YOU CLAIM TO BE A PEOPLE WHO BELIVE IN GOD’S DIVINE UNDERSTANDING.  I HAVE COME TO ASK PERMISSION TO DIE.”

Panel 4 – Priest

 Priest: “YOU ASK FOR SOMETHING I CANNOT GIVE.  IF YOU DO INDEED SPEAK THE TRUTH THEN IT IS MY DUTY TO SEE THAT YOU REMAIN WHERE YOU ARE.  AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, THERE MUST BE A DEVIL.”

Panel 5 – The devil looks hurt.

Devil: “MUST THERE BE?  HAVE I NOT EXPLAINED ANYTHING TO YOU?  I AM NOT WHO YOU CLAIM ME TO BE.  I AM TIRED.  I AM OLDER THAN THE UNIVERSE, AND ALL I WANT IS TO BE DONE.  WHY CAN YOU NOT SEE THAT?”

Page 29:

Panel 1 – The Priest, getting worked up.

Priest: “AND I SAY AGAIN, THERE MUST BE A DEVIL!  IT IS A FUNDEMENTAL NECCESSITY TO THE FAITH.  THE WORLD NEEDS TO KNOW THE FACE OF EVIL.  YOU CANNOT CEASE TO EXIST.”

Panel 2 – Devil, a smile slowly forming.

Devil: “THEN WHAT WOULD YOU PROPOSE, PRIEST?  I REFUSE TO BEAR THIS BURDEN ANY LONGER.  I WILL NO LONGER SUBJECT MYSELF TO THIS EXISTENCE.  IT IS OVER.”

Panel 3 – The Priest stand up.  He is visibly angry.

Priest: “NO!!  I WILL NOT ALLOW THIS!  THERE MUST BE A DEVIL!  THERE MUST!  EVEN IF I HAVE TO TAKE UP THE BURDEN MYSELF!!”

Panel 4 – The Devil.  His grin is growing larger.

Devil: “DO YOU REALISE WHAT YOU ARE SAYING, PRIEST?  YOU WOULD DAMN YOUR OWN ETERNAL SOUL?  YOU BELIEVE IN THIS SO GREATLY?”

Panel 5 – Priest, his room suddenly dim.  There is a red light coming from the confessional window.

Priest: “YES!  THERE WILL BE A DEVIL.  I WILL SEE TO THAT!”

Page 30:

Panel 1 – Insert.  Close up on the Devil’s smile.

Devil: “FOOL.”

Splash page – We are outside as we witness a huge explosion occurring in the side of the church.

Page 31: 

Panel 1 – Darkness

Caption: “YES, WE WERE ALL BORN TO DARKNESS.  AND TO DARKNESS WE WILL ALL RETURN.”

Panel 2 – A crack of light appears.

Caption: “THE ONLY QUESTION IS, WILL THE DARKNESS BE HEAVEN, OR WILL THE DARKNESS BE HELL?”

Panel 3 – The light is now a box of light.

Caption: “SOON.  VERY SOON, I WILL RAIN DARKNESS DOWN WHERE I ONCE BROUGHT LIGHT.  AND MY ARMIES WILL REVEL IN THEIR DESTRUCTIVE MIGHT.”

Panel 4 – There is the outline of the back of a person’s head in another confessional booth.  I really like what you did with this in the breakdown sketches you sent, and it inspired me to add a little bit of suspense here.

Voice from behind the window: “YOU MAY BEGIN YOUR CONFESSION.”

Page 32:

Panel 1 – The Devil/Priest smiles a savage smile.  We see that the Devil has indeed inhabited the body of the old Priest.  This image should have the same smile you had placed on the Devil in the layouts, but it should be the Priest’s face.  We’re setting up the fact that the Devil moves from body to body here.

Devil: “IT HAS BEEN QUITE SOME TIME SINCE I HAVE BEEN IN A CHURCH, PRIEST.  AND I HAVE NEVER GIVEN A CONFESSION.  I HAVE MUCH TO GET OFF OF MY MIND, AND I DECIDED THE BEST WAY WOULD BE TO RETURN TO MY BEGININGS…”

Panel 2 – Complete black.

Caption: “‘HE WILL GO OUT TO DECEIVE THE NATIONS AT THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH, GOG AND MAGOG, TO GATHER THEM FOR BATTLE; THEIR NUMBER IS LIKE THE SAND OF THE SEA.’  REVELATION 20:8”

